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By Iaac Bickerjtap Elq, 





Quicquid agunt Homines noftri Farrago Libelii 





From Thurfdiy. Fuly 7. to Saturday Fuly 9. 1709: 


Grecian Coffee-honfe, Fuly 


fr @ S Lamaall ming the foauménfe Love 
A I bear to my Fellow Creatures, and 


the warm Inclination I feel within me, 

to ftem, as far asI can, the prevailing 

Torrent of bi ~< Loco. = I 

hot more ly purfue that noble Impulie 
aon by fe ine beth the Excellence of Virtue and 
Knowledg in thie sative and beautiful Colours. Fot 
this I made my late Excurfion to Oxford, 
where thofe Qualities appear in their higheft Luftre, 
and are.the only Pretences to Honour and Di- 
ftinétion : Superiority is there giv’n in Proportion 
to Men’s Advancement in Wifdom ahd Learning ; 
and that juft Rule of Life is fo univerfally teceiv'd 
among thofe happy People, that you fhall fee an 
Earl walk bare-headed to the Son of the mea- 
Artificer, in Refpect to feven Years more 
orth and agp! than the Nobleman is. 
'd of. In other Places they bow to Men's 
ortunes, but here to their Underftandings. 
It is not to be eapeetsd, how pleafing the Order, 
the Difcipline, the Regularity of their Lives, is to 
a Philofopher, who has, by many Years Experience 
in the World, learn’d to contemn every Thing but 
wtiungit orks, The Bagilionee of thar 
well-taught Spirits. ! € it 
Palaces, the ‘Greatnels of their Revenues, the 
Sweetnefs of their Groves and Retirements, feem 
Hy adapted for the Refidence of Prinecs and 
Philofophers and a Familjarity with Objects of 
pi. as well as Places of Recefs, res the 
nhabitants with an Equanimity for their future 
Fortunes, whether humble or illuftrious. How 
was I pleas'd when I look’'d round at St. AZary’s, 
and could, in the Faces of the ingenuons Youth, 
fee Minifters of State, Chancellor, Bifhops, and 
judees ‘Here only is human Life! Here only the 
ife of Man is a Rational Being! Here Men 
undetitand and are employ’d in Works worthy 
their noble Nature. This tranfitory ape Fe 
away in an Employment not unworthy the Life to 
come, the Contemplation of the great Decrees of 
Providence. Each Man lives as if ‘he were to an- 
fwer the Queftions made to Fob, Where waft thon 
when I laid the Foundations of the Earth ? Who {hut 
up the Sea with Doors, and fit hitherto fhalt thon 
tome, and no further ? Such Speculations make Life 
agreeable, make Death welcome. But alas! I was 
torn from this noble Society by the Bufinefs of 
this dirty mean World, and the Cares of For- 
tune: For I was oblig’d to bein Town againit 
the 7th Day of the Term, and accordingly go- 
vernd my felf by my Oxford Almanack, and 
came laft Night; but find, to my great Afto- 
nifhment, that this sgpemen Town began the 
Term on the —_ of the Jaft Month, in Oppofi- 
tion to all the Learning and Aftronomy of the fa- 
mous Univerfity of which I have been {peaking ; 
according to which, the Term certainly was to 
onthe rt Inftant. You may be fure, a Man 

who has turn’d his Studies as I have, could not 
be miftaken in Point of Time; for knowing I was 
to come to Tawn in Term, I examin‘d the paffing 
ents very narrowly, and call’d an eminent 
ftronomer to my Affiitance. Upon very ftrict 
Obfervation we found, that the cold has been fo fe- 
vere this laft Winter, ( which is allow’d to have a 
benumming Quality) that it retatded the Earth in 
loving round from Chriffmas to this Seafon full {e- 
ven Days and two Seconds. My Learned Friend affu- 
red me further, That the Earth had lately received 
aShog froma Comet that cro{s‘d its Vortex, which, 
if it had come Ten Degrees nearer us, had made us 
lole this whole Term. 1 was indeed once of O» 
Pinion, That the Gregorian Computation was the 
mott segulat,as being Eleven Days before the Fulien; 


but am now fully convinc’d, that we ought to be 
Seven Days after the Chancellor and Judgesy and 
Eighteen before the Pope of Rome: and that the Oxo 
nian Compittation is she beft of the Three. Thefe 
are the Reafons which ft have gather’d from Philo- 
fophy and Nature; to which I can add othet 
Circumftances in Vindication of the Account 
of this Learned Body who publifh’d this Al- 
manack. It is notorious to Philofophers; that 
Joy and Grief can ha{ten and delay Time. Mr. 
Lock is of Opinion, That a Man in great Mife- 
try may fo far lofe his Meafure, as to think a Minute 
an Hour; or in Joy, make an Houra Minute. Let 
us examine the preicnt Cafe by this Rule, and we 
fhall find, that the Caufe of this general Miftake in 
the Briti/b Nation, has been the great Succefs of the 
Jaft Campagne, and the following Hopes of Peace. 
Stocks ran fo high at the Chaage, that the Citizens 
had gain‘d three Days of the Courtiers ; and wehave 
indecd been fo-happy all this Reign, that if the 
Univerfity did not rectify our Miftakes, we fhould 
think our felycs but in the Second Year of Her pre- 
fent Majefty. It would be endlefs to enumerate the 
many Damages that have happen’d by this Ignorance 
of the Vulgar. All the Recognizances within the 
Diocefe of Oxford have been forfeited for not ap- 
Fesing on the Firft Day of this Fictitious Term. 
he Univerfity has been Non-fuited in their Action 
againit the Bookfellers for printing Clarendon in 
rto. -But indeed what gives me the molt quick 
Concern, is the Cafe of a poor Gentleman my Friend, 
who was tother Day taken in Execution by a Set ot 
ignorant Bailiffs. He fhould, it feems, have pleaded. 
in the firlt Week of Term ; but being a Mafter of 
Arts of Oxford, he would not recede from the Oxe- 
nian Computation. He fhow’d Mr. Broad the 2l- 
manack, and the very Day when the Term began; 
but the mercilefs ignorant Fellow, againft all Senfe 
and Learning, would hurry him away. He went 
indeed quietly enough; but he has fhow’d me exact 
Notes of the Time of Arreft, and fufficient Wit- 
nefles of his befwg carried into Gaol ; and has, by 
Advice of the Recorder of Oxjord, brought his 
Aétion ; and we doubt not but we fhall pay ‘em off 
with Damages, and blemith the Reputation of 
Mr..Broad.. We have one convincing Proof, which 
all that frequent the Courts of juftice are Witnefies 
of: The Dog that comes conftantly to Wefminfler 
on the Firft Day of theTerm, did not appear till the 
Firft Day according to the Oxjord Almanacks whote 
Inttinet I take to be a better Guide than Men’s erro- 
nious Opinions, which are ufually byafsd by In- 
terelt. 1 judge in this Cafe as King Charles II. 
victual’d his Navy, with the Bread which one of 
his Dogs chote of feveral Peices thrown before him, 
rather than truft to the Afleverations of theVictual- 
lers. Mr.Comper, and other learned Council, have 
already urgid the Authority of this Almanack in 
Behalt of their Clients. We fhall therefore go on 
with all Speed inour Caufe; and doubt not, but 
Chancery will give at the End what we loft in the 
Beginning, by protracting the Term for us till Wed- 
nesday come Sennight :And the Univerfity Orasor 
fiiall for ever pray, Gc. 
From my own Apartment, Fuly 7. 

The Subject of Duels has, I find, been farted 
with fo good Succefs, that it has been the frequent 
Subject of Converiation among polite Men; and a 
Dialogue of that Kind has been tranfimitted to me 
verbatim, as follows. The Perfonsconcern’d in it are 
Men of Honour, and Experience in the Mannets of 
Men, and have fallen upon the trueft Foundation, 
as well as fearch’d the Bottom, of this Evil: : 


Mr. Sage. If it were in my Power, every Man 
that drew his Sword, unlets in the Service, of pure- 
ly todetend his Life, Perion, or Geods, trom Vio- 

lence; 











Jenc2, (I mein abftrsSted from ali Punéto’s or Whims 


of Honour ) thould ride the Wooden Horie in the 7ilt- 
Yard for tuch Firft Offence, for the Second ftand inthe 
Pillory,and for the Third be Prifoner in Bedlam for Lite. 
Colonel Plume. I remember, that a Rencounter or 
Duel was fo far from being in Fafhion among the Off- 
ceis that ferv’d inthe Parliament Army, that on the cone 
trary, ic was as difreputable, and as great an Impediment 
to Advancement inthe Service, as being bafhfui in Time 


of Action. 


Sir Mark, Yet I have been inform’d by fome old Cae 


valiers, of famous Reputation for brave and gallant Men, 
that they were much more in Mode among their Party, 
than they have been during this laft War. 

Col. Plume, That is true too Sir. 


Mr. Sage. By what you fay, Gentlemen, one fhould 


think that our prefent Military Officers are compounded 
of an equal Proportion of both thofe Tempers; fince 
Duels are neither quite difcountenanc’d, nor much in 
vogue. , 

Sir Mark, That Difference of Temper, in Regard to 
Duels, which appears to have been between the Court 
und Parliament-Men of the Sword, was not (I con- 
ceive) for Want of Courage in the latter, nor for Want 
of a liberal Education, becaufe there were fome of the 
beft Families in Englend engag'd in that Party; but Gal- 
lantry and Mode, which glitter agreeably to the Imagi- 
nation, were encourag’d by the Court, as promoting 
its Splendour ; and it was as natural that the contrary 
Party (who were to recommend themfelves to the Pub- 
lick for Men of ferious and folid Parts) fhould deviate 
from evry Thing Chimerical. 

Mr. Sage. I have never read of a Duel among the 
Romans; and yet their Nobility ufed more Liberty with 
their ‘Y’ongues than one may do now, without being 
challeng’d. he 

Sir Mark, Perhapsthe Romans were.of Opinion, that 

ill Language, and brutal Manners, reflected only on thofe 
who were guilty of 'em ; and that a Man’s Reputation 
was not at all clear’d by cutting the Perfon's Throat 
who had refle&ed upon it: But the Cuftom of thofe 
Times had fix’'d the Scandal in the A&tion ; whereas 
now it lies in the Reproach. 
_ Mr. Sage.. And yet the only Sort of Duel that one 
can conceive to bave been fought upon Motives truly 
honourable and allowable, was that between the Horatii 
and Curiatii, 

Sir Mark. Colonel Plume, Pray. what was the Me- 
thod of Single Combat in your Time among the Cava- 
hers? I fuppofe, that as the Ufe of Clothes continues, 
tho’ the Fafhion of them has been mutable ; fo Duels, 
tho’ ftill in Ute, have had in all Times their particular 
Modes of Performance. 

Col. Plume. We -had no conftant Rule, but general- 
ly conduéted our Difpute and Tilt according to the 
laft that had happen’d between Perfons of Reputation 
among the very Top Fellows for Bravery and Gallantry. 

Sir Atark, If the Fafhion of Quarrelling and Tilting 
was fo often chang’d in your Time, Colonel Plame, a 
Man might fight, yet lote his Crédit for want of un- 
derftanding the Fafhion. ead ; 

Col. Plame, Why, Sir Mark, in the Beginning of 
July, a Man would have been cenfur’d for want of Cou- 
rage, or been thought indigent of the true Notions of 
Honour, if he had put up Words; which in the End 
of September following, one could not refent without 
pafling for a brutal and quarrelfome Fellow. 

Sir Mark. But Colonel, Were Duels or Rencounters 
moft in Fafhion in thofe Days ? 

Col. Plume. Your Men of nice Honour, Sir, were 
for avoiding all Cenfure of Advantage which they fup- 
pos'd might be taken in a Rencounter ; therefore they 
us’d Seconds, who were to fee that all was upon the 
Square, and make a faithful Report of the whole Com- 
bat ; but in a little Time it became,a Fafhion for the 
Seconds to fight, and I'll tell you how it happen’d. 

Mr. Sage. Pray do, Colonel Plume, and the Method 
of a Duel at that Time, and give usfome Notion of the 
Punsto’s upon which your nice Men quarrel’d in thofe 
Days. 

Col. Plume. I was going to tell you, Mr. Sage, That 
one Cornet Modifh had defic’d his Friend Captain Smars's 
Opinion in fome Affair, but did nor follow it ; upon 
which Captain Smart fent Major Adroit (a very Topping 
Fellow ot thofe Times) to the Perfon that had flighted 
his Advice. The Major never enquir’d.into the Quar- 
rel, becaufe it was not the Manner then among the ve- 
xy Topping Fellows ; but got two Swords of an equal 
Length, and then waited upon Cornet Modif, defiring 
him to choofe his Sword, and mect his Friend Cap- 
tain Smart. Cornet Modifh came with his Friend to the 
Place of Combat; there the Principals put on their 
Pumps, and ftrip’d to their Shires, to fhow they had no- 
thing bat what Men of Honour carry about ‘em, and 
then engag’d, . od oe 

- Sir Mark. And did theSeconds ftand by Sir? 

* Col.-Plume. Icwasa receiv’d Cuftom till that Time ; 
but the Swords of thofe Days being pretty long, and 


the Principals afting n both Sides upon the Defentive, 
and the Motning being frofty, Major Adroit defir’ 
that the other ScGond, who was Wf a vety Topping 
Fellow, would try a Theaft,or two enly to keep ’em 
Wwarin, till the Principals had‘decidéd the Matter, which 
Was agtced to by Modifh’s Second, who prefently whipé 
4aroit through the Body, difarm’d him, and then pare 
ted the Principals, who had receiv’d no Harm at all, 

Mr. Sage. But was not Adroit Jaugh’d at ? 

Col. Plume. On the Contrary, the very Topping Fel. 
lows were ever after.of Opinion, that no Man who de. 
ferv'd that Charatter, could ferve as a Second without 
Fighting; apd the Smarts and Modifhes finding their 
Account in it, the Humour took without Oppoilition, 

- Mr. Sage: Pray, Colonel, How long did that Fathion 
continue ? 

Col. Plume. Not long neither, Mr. sage; for as foon 
as it became a Fafhion, the very Topping Fellows 
thought their Honour reflefted tipon; if they did not 
proffer themfelves as Seconds when any of their Friends 
- " Quarrel ; fo that fometimes there was a Dozen of 
a Side. Eg 

Sir Mark, BlefS me! If that Cuftom had continued 
we fhould have been at a Lofs now for our very Pretty 
Fellows; for they teem to be the proper Men to officer, 
animate, .and keep up an Army: But,. pray Sir, How 
did that fociable Manner of Tilting grow out of Mode? 
Col. Plume. '* Why, Sir, Til “tell you ; Ie was a Law 
among the Combatants, That the Party which happen’d 
to have the firft Man difarm’d or kill'd, fhould yield as 
vanquifh’d ; which fome People thought might encous 
rage the Modifhes and Smarts in quarreiling, to the De- 
fttu&tion of only the very Topping Fellows; and as 
foon as.this Refle€tion was ftarted,the very Topping Fel- 
lows thought it incumbent upon their Honour to fight 
at all themfelves. Since that Time, the Modifhes and 
the Smarts, throughout all Ewrope, have extoll’d the 
French King’s Edit. ; 

Sir Mark. Our very Pretty Fellows (Ttake tobe the Suc. 
ceflors of the very Topping Fellows) think Quarrel (I'll 
fay that for*em, and a Fart for ’em) fo little fathionable, 
that they will not be expos’d to it by another ‘Man’s 
Vanity, or Want of Senfe. ‘ 

Mr. Sage. But, Colonel, I have obferv’d in. your 
Account of Duels, that there was a great Exa€tnefs in a- 
Voiding ali Advantage that might poflibly be between 
the Combatants. : 

Col. Plume. That’s true, Sir ; for the Weapons were 
always equal. _-- 

Mr. Sage.. Yes, Sir; but fuppofe an aétive, adroir, 
ftrong Man, had infulted an aukward, or a feeble, or 
an unpraftis’d Swords-man. palsies 

Col. Plume. Then, Sir, they fought with Piftols. 

Sage. But, Sir, there might be a certain Advantage that 
Way ; for a Marks-man will be fure tohit his Man at 26 
Yards Diftance ; and 2 Man whofe. Hand fhakes (which is coms 
mon to Men that debauch in Pleafures, or have not us’d Piftols 
out of their Holfters) won’r venture to fire, unlefs he touches 
the Perfon he fhoots at. Now, Sir, I am of . wes one 


can no Honour in ‘killing a Man, if one has it ug, as 
the fters fay, when-they have a Trick to make the he 
fecure, tho’ they {cem to play upon the Square. ' 

Sir Mark. In Truth, Mr. sage, I think fuch a Fa& muft be 
Murder ina Man’s own private Confcience, whatever it may ap- 
pear to the World. ' 

Col. Plume. I have known fome Men fo nice, that they would 
not fight but upon a Cloak with Piftols. ‘ 

Mr. Sage. I ‘believe 2 Cuftom, ‘well eftablifh’d, would out- 
do the Grand Monarch’s Edict. 

Sir Mark. And Bullies would then leave off their long 
Swords ; but I don’t tind that a very Pretty Fellow can ftay to 
change his Sword, ‘when he is infulted by a Bully with.a long 
Diego, tho’ his.own at the fame time be no longer rhan a Pen- 
knife ; which will certainly be the Cafe, if fuch little Swords 
are in Mode. Pray Colonel, how was it between the Hectors 
of your Time and the very Topping Fellows? 

Col. Plume. Sir, Long Swords happén’d tobe generally worn 
in thofe Times. , 

Mr. Sage. In anfwer to what you were faying, Sir Mark, 
give me Leave to inform you, that your Knights-Errant, (who 
were the very Pretty Fellows of thofe ancient Times) thought 
they could not honourably yield, tho’ they had fought their own 
trufty Weapons to the Stumps ; but would venture as boldly with 
“the Page’s Leaden Sword, as if it had been of enchanted Metal. 
Whence I concéive, there muft be a Spice of R omantick Gal- 
lantry in rhe Compofition of that very Pretty Fellow. 

Sir Mark, Iam of Opinion, Mr, Sage, that Fafhion governs 
a very Pretty Fellow; Nature, or common Senfe, your ordinary 
Perfons, and fometimes ‘Men of fine Parts. : 

‘ Mr, Sage. But. what is the Reafon, that Mer of the moft ex- 
cellent Senfe and Morals oe other Points) aflociate their Under- 
or pa with the very Pretry Eellows in that Chimeraof a 

ucis 

Sir. Mark. 'There’s no difputing againit fo press a Majority. 

Mr. Sage, But there is one Scruple, (Col. P/ume) and I have 
done: Don’t yoii belive, there may be fome Advantage even 
upon a Cloak with Piftols?- Witich a Man of nicc Honour would 
{cruple to take. } 

Col. Plume. Faith, I cant’t tell, Sir; but fince one may rea- 
fonably fappofe, that (in fuch a Cafe) there cam be but one {0 
“far in the Wrong as to occalion Matters to come to that Extre- 
smity, think the Chance of being kill’d fhould fall but on one, 

whereas by their clofe and defpcrate Manner of Fighting, it may 
very probably happen to both. 

Sir Mark. “Why Gentlemen, if they are Men_ of fuch nice 





Honour, (and muft fight) there will be no fear of foul Play, if 


they threw up Crofs or Pile who fhould be fhot. ; 


ae) 





—_—— 


Sold by Jobe Morphew near Stationers-Hall, where Advertifements are taken it. 
















